
Swim for the River

Directory of Hudson River  
Environmental Organizations

This directory lists information for 51 environment-related organizations in the Hudson 
River Valley. Included are government, nonprofit, preservation/conservation, and educa-
tional groups. Many of them benefit from volunteer and membership participation and 
have events that are open to the public. 

Help organize an event at Solar One, New York’s first solar arts and education cen-
ter, become a member of the Wildlife Conservation Society, or join Riverkeeper’s river 
watch program. These are just a few of the ways that you can get involved and help make 
a difference. 

The directory is ordered by geographic region. The national and statewide organiza-
tions are listed first. Local groups are listed alphabetically within four regions: the New 
York City Metro Area, Lower Hudson Region, Mid-Hudson Region, and Capital Region. 

Look for the organization nearest you that matches your interests. Check the organiza-
tion Web sites for up-to-date information.

This directory was compiled by Moira Productions in September 2006 in conjunction 
with the release of its documentary film Swim for the River.

http://www.moiraproductions.com
http://www.swimfortheriver.com/
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Environmental Protection Agency  
Main Regional Office, Region 2

290 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007-1866
Tel: (212) 637-3000

Hudson River Field Office
421 Lower Main St.
Hudson Falls, NY 12839
Tel: (518) 747-4389
Toll-free: (866) 615-6490
Fax: (518) 747-8149
www.epa.gov/hudson

Organization Type

Federal Government

Description

The Environmental Protection Agency was created by an act of Congress 
to protect human health and the environment. EPA employs 18,000 people 
across the country, including its headquarters offices in Washington, 
D.C., 10 regional offices, and more than a dozen labs. EPA is led by its 
administrator, who is appointed by the president of the United States. 

The EPA of New York state works to clean up Superfund sites. It also 
monitors the progress of other government-sponsored cleanup sites. 
Volunteer opportunities with the EPA include monitoring cleanup projects. 
Contact the agency directly for specific opportunities.

Contacts

Stephen L. Johnson, EPA Administrator
Alan J. Steinberg, Regional Administrator, Region 2  

(includes New York state)
David H. King, Director, Hudson River Field Office,  

king.david@epa.gov, (518) 747 4389

Leo Rosales, Public Affairs Specialist, Rosales.leo@epa.gov, (518) 747-4389

National Organizations

Environmental Defense Fund  
New York Regional Office		

257 Park Ave. South
New York City, NY 10010
www.environmentaldefense.org/home.cfm
members@environmentaldefense.org
Tel: (212) 505-2100
Fax: (212) 505-2375

Organization Type

Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

Founded in 1967, the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) is a national 
organization that speaks for 400,000 members. EDF is dedicated to 
protecting the environmental rights of all people, including the rights to 
clean air and water, healthy food, and flourishing ecosystems. Support EDF 
by making a donation, volunteering, or visiting the “take action” section of 
its Web site. 

Publication

Annual Report

Contacts

Andy Darrell, New York Regional Director, (212) 505-2100

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
http://www.epa.gov/hudson
mailto:king.david@epa.gov
mailto:Rosales.leo@epa.gov
http://www.environmentaldefense.org/home.cfm
 mailto:abicking@scenichudson.org 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
National Estuarine Research Reserve

Hudson River (NOAA)	
Hudson River Research Reserve 
c/o Bard College Field Station
Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 12504
www.nerrs.noaa.gov/HudsonRiver
hrnerr@gw.dec.state.ny.us
Tel: (845) 758-7010
Fax: (845) 758-7033

Organization Type

Government/Water Conservation/Education

Description

The National Estuarine Research Reserve is a national organization 
representing 26 different biogeographic regions of the United States that 
are protected for long-term research, water-quality monitoring, education, 
and coastal stewardship. Its staff works with local communities and 
regional groups to address natural resource management issues. Field 
classes are offered for students K-12 and allow scientists and graduate 
students to monitor water quality in a “living laboratory.”
In the Hudson River chapter, the NOAA works together with the New York 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYDEC). The department 
recruits volunteers for monitoring submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) 
and combatting the spread of “mile-a-minute vine.” 

Contacts

Betsy Blair, Manager, Hudson River NERR, (845) 758-7010

Natural Resources Defense Council	
40 West 20th St.
New York City, NY 10011
www.nrdc.org
jpowers@NRDC.org
Tel: (212) 727-2700
Fax: (212) 727-1773

Organization Type

Environmental Conservation (all types)

Description

Founded in 1970, the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) uses 
law, science, and the support of 1.2 million members and online activists 
to protect the planet’s wildlife and wild places to ensure a safe and healthy 
environment for all living things. The organization works to restore the 
integrity of the elements that sustain life  air, land and water—and to defend 
endangered natural places. Support the NRDC by becoming a member or 
participating in its giving program.

Publication

Nature’s Voice, Onearth, and NRDC Reports 

Contacts

Phil Gutis, Director of Communications, pgutis@nrdc.org,  
(212) 727-2700

Jennifer Powers, Media Associate, jpowers@NRDC.org, (212) 727-4566
Gina Trujillo, Director, Member Services and Development,  

gtrujillo@nrdc.org, (212) 727-2700

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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Statewide Organizations

Audubon New York			 
200 Trillium Lane
Albany, NY 12203
ny.audubon.org
nasny@audubon.org
Tel: (518) 869-9731
Fax: (518) 869-0737

Organization Type

Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Education/Recreation

Description

Audubon New York is dedicated to the protection of birds, other wildlife 
and their habitats through advocacy and education. Audubon New York 
is the New York state program of the National Audubon Society.  With 30 
local chapters, 50,000 members, a nature center network and sanctuary 
system, Audubon New York provides conservation leadership based on 
sound science.  

Publication

Audubon Advocate

Contacts

David J. Miller, Executive Director, (518) 869-9731
Richard Merritt, Director of Operations, (518) 869-9731

Environmental Advocates  
of New York

353 Hamilton St.
Albany, NY 12210
www.eany.org
info@eany.org
Tel: (518) 462-5526, (800) SAVE NYS 
Fax: (518) 427-0381

Organization Type

Water Conservation/Land Conservation

Description

Environmental Advocates of New York is a watchdog organization holding 
lawmakers and state agencies accountable for enacting and enforcing laws 
that protect natural resources and safeguard public health. Environmental 
Advocates works alone and in coalitions, and has more than 7,000 
individual and 130 organizational members. This nonprofit organization 
is also the New York affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation. It has 
internship opportunities throughout the year that are posted on its Web 
site and distributed to local colleges and universities. Its members support 
it by lobbying legislators in person and via fax, phone, or email. 

Contacts

Robert J. Moore, Executive Director, rmoore@eany.org,  
(518) 462-5526, ext. 228

Erica Gulseth, Communications Assistant, egulseth@eany.org,  
(518) 462-5526, ext. 234

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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New York Department  
of Environmental Conservation 

Region 3
100 Hillside Ave., Suite 1W
White Plains, NY 10603
www.dec.state.ny.us
Tel: (914) 428-2505

Organization Type

State Government

Description

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation exists to 
“conserve, improve, and protect the New York state’s natural resources and 
environment, and control water, land and air pollution, in order to enhance 
the health, safety and welfare of the people of the state and their overall 
economic and social well-being.”

Contacts

Denise M. Sheehan, Commissioner, (518) 402-8540
Marc Moran, Region 3 Director, (845) 256-3003

Sierra Club 
Atlantic Chapter	

353 Hamilton St.
Albany, NY 12210
www.newyork.sierraclub.org
Tel: (518) 426-9144
Fax: (518) 426-3052

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Recreation

Description

The Atlantic Chapter represents more than 45,000 members of the Sierra 
Club across New York state. It applies the mission of the national Sierra 
Club to issues facing New York state. The mission of the Sierra Club is 
“to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice 
and promote the responsible use of the Earth’s ecosystems and resources; 
to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the quality of the 
natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out 
these objectives.”

The Atlantic Chapter’s Executive Committee, conservation committees 
and member volunteers work to affect governmental and community 
actions.

Publication

Sierra Atlantic

Contacts

John Stouffer, Chapter Legislative Director,  
john.stouffer@sierraclub.org

Theresa Cassiack, Chapter Legislative Associate,  
theresa.cassiack@sierraclub.org

Barbara (Bobbie) Josepher, Coordinator,  
bobbie.josepher@sierraclub.org

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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New York City Metro Area 

American Littoral Society	
28 West Ninth Road
Broad Channel, NY 11693
www.alsnyc.org
driepe@nyc.rr.com
Tel: (718) 318-9344
Fax: (718) 318-9345

Organization Type

Education/Water Conservation

Description

The American Littoral Society is not a book club! It gets its name from the 
Latin litus, meaning beach or coast. It is an environmental organization 
concerned about issues that affect the littoral zone, that area on the beach 
between low and high tide. The American Littoral Society (ALS) is a 
national, nonprofit, public-interest organization comprised of professional 
and amateur naturalists, with headquarters in Sandy Hook, New Jersey. 
Support the American Littoral Society by volunteering for regularly 
scheduled beach cleanups, tagging fish, and taking part in field trips. The 
American Littoral Society was founded in 1961.

Publication

Littorally Speaking, newsletter 

Contacts

Don Riepe, Director, driepe@nyc.rr.com, (718) 318-9344
Barbara Cohen, Beach Cleanup Coordinator,  

alsbeach@aol.com, (718) 318-9344

Citizens for NYC	
305 Seventh Ave., 15th Floor
New York City, NY 10001
www.citizensnyc.org
Tel: (212) 989-0909
Fax: (212) 989-0983

Organization Type

Urban Environment, Anti-Poverty, Civic Participation

Description

The nonprofit Citizens for NYC, founded in 1975 by Senator Jacob Javits, 
encourages and supports volunteer efforts by New York City residents to 
improve the quality of life in city neighborhoods. It provides small grants, 
training, self-help publications, and technical assistance to more than 
12,000 block, neighborhood, tenant, youth, and faith-based associations 
throughout the city’s five boroughs, helping New Yorkers of all ages to form 
new organizations, strengthen existing ones and take action to improve 
their neighborhoods. Help Citizens Committee NYC by volunteering or 
making a donation. Or ask the organization to help you improve your 
neighborhood.

Publication

Philanthropy News Digest

Contacts

Sonia Estreich, Director of Communications, sestreich@citizensnyc.org
Debra Sheldon, Director of Anti-Poverty and Urban Environment 

dsheldon@citizensnyc.org 

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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Earth Society Foundation	
238 East 58th St.
New York, NY 10022
www.earthsocietyfoundation.org
tomcdowd2@aol.com
Tel: (212) 832-3659
Fax: (718) 381-9274

Organization Type

Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

The Earth Society Foundation was started by John McConnell and 
Margaret Mead to foster worldwide participation in caring for the Earth. 
The organization is affiliated with the United Nations and is recognized 
as the international group in charge of Earth Day. There are many 
opportunities to get involved and volunteer. For membership information 
and specific activities, please visit the Web site.

Contacts

Thomas C. Dowd, President, tomcdowd2@aol.com, (212) 832-3659

Coastal Marine Resource Center  
of New York	

448 Third Ave., Suite 4F
Brooklyn, NY 11215
www.thecmrc.org
info@thecmrc.org
Tel: (646) 515-9290

Organization Type

Water Conservation

Description

The Coastal Marine Resource Center is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the conservation of the New York-New Jersey Harbor Bight 
by integrating ecological science and community concerns to produce 
equitable environmental policy. Current programs include the business 
stewardship program, raising awareness and resources for conservation 
and restoration efforts, and the Virtual Harbor Estuary Program, 
bringing the experience of the coastal ecosystem to people via Web-based 
technology. 

Contacts

Joel Banslaben, Executive Director, info@thecmrc.org,  
(646) 515-9290

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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Floating the Apple	  
400 West 43rd St., Apt 32R
New York, NY 10036
www.floatingtheapple.org
floapple@aol.com
Tel: (212) 564-5412

Organization Type

Recreation/Education

Description

The goal of Floating the Apple is to restore universal access to local, public 
waterways for people (particularly young people) to enjoy rowing and 
sailing on urban waters. There are many on-water activities, including boat 
tours and sailing lessons. Visit the Web site for specific events.

Contacts

Mike Davis, Executive Director, (212) 564-5412
John Tichenor, President, (212) 564-5412

Friends of Gateway  
Neighborhood Open Space Coalition

232 East 11th St.
New York, NY 10003
www.treebranch.com, www.walkny.org
dave.lutz@treebranch.com
Tel: (212) 228-3126
Fax: (212) 471-9987 

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation

Description

A volunteer program that prepares trees, shrubs, and plants for life in city 
public spaces by growing them to survivable sizes. The center provides 
educational experience and hands-on volunteer work including tree 
planting, greenhouse management, and outreach. 

Publication

Urban Outdoors, monthly electronic newsletter. 

Contacts

Dave Lutz, Executive Director, dave.lutz@treebranch.com,  
(212) 228-3126

Lenore Schlossberg, Program Coordinator, lenore@treebranch.com

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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The Nature Conservancy	  				  
Eastern New York Chapter
19 North Moger Ave.
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.nature.org
mjones@tnc.org
Tel: (914) 244-3271
Fax: (914) 244-3275         

Organization Type

Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

The Nature Conservancy is a conservation organization working to protect 
ecologically important lands and waters around the world for nature and 
people. The Conservancy’s Eastern New York Chapter recently launched 
a Hudson River Estuary Program aimed at protecting the Hudson River 
and its watershed.  Challenges include: inappropriate development along 
the river and its tributaries, invasive plants and animals, damming of key 
tributaries, decline of native fisheries, rising sea levels, and pollution. 
Support the Nature Conservancy by volunteering.

Publication

Nature New York

Contacts

David Van Luven, Director, Hudson River Estuary Program,  
dvanluven@tnc.org, (518) 690-7843  

Rita Murray, Director of Philanthropy, Eastern New York 
Chapter, rmurray@tnc.org, (914) 244-3271, ext. 30

New York Aquarium 	
602 Surf Ave. at West Eighth Street
Bronx, NY 11224
www.fieldtrip.com/ny/8265fish.htm
www.nyaquarium.com
Tel: (718) 265-FISH
Fax: (718) 265-3482

Organization Type

Education/Water Conservation

Description

The New York Aquarium is driven by a vision of a world in which people 
understand the critical role oceans play in human survival. The aquarium’s 
education programs place a priority on the protection of marine and 
freshwater ecosystems and the aquatic wildlife they sustain. With exhibits 
featuring more than 8,000 animals, the aquarium offers diversity, superb 
viewing, and world-renowned scientific expertise that ensures a rewarding 
experience. Come see how people can make a difference in the ocean world 
around them. Learn about aquatic environments from the southwest coast 
of Africa and the Arctic to the Hudson River. Help support the Aquarium 
by becoming a member of Wildlife Conservation Society, making a 
donation, or volunteering. 

Publication

New York Aquarium News

Contacts

Paul Boyle, Director, pboyle@wcs.org
Fran Hackett, Public Relations, fhackett@wcs.org, (718) 265-3428

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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New York City Department  
of Environmental Protection 

59-17 Junction Boulevard, 10th Floor
Flushing, NY 11373
www.nyc.gov/html/dep/home.html
Tel: (212) 639-9675

Organization Type

Municipal Government

Description

The department monitors and maintains New York City’s water supply, 
sewage and waste disposal systems. It also manages hazardous waste and 
environmental cleanups within the city. 

Contacts

Emily Lloyd, Commissioner,  
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/mail/html/maildep.html, (212) 639-9675

Pratt Center  
for Community Development

379 DeKalb Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11205
www.prattcenter.net
Tel: (718) 636-3486
Fax: (718) 636-3709

Organization Type

Education

Description

The Pratt Center for Community Development works for a more just, 
equitable, and sustainable city for all New Yorkers, helping communities 
plan and realize their futures.  As part of the Pratt Institute, it uses 
professional skills—especially planning, architecture, and public policy—
to support community organizations that improve neighborhoods by 
attacking the causes of poverty and inequality and advancing sustainable 
development.  The center is the first university-based advocacy planning 
and design center in the United States It has trained hundreds of 
community leaders and organizations to implement effective community 
development strategies, and supported a wide array of successful public 
policy and community planning efforts.

Publication

The Pratt Center

Contacts

Brad Lander, Director, blander@pratt.edu, (718) 636-3486, ext. 6441
Rex Curry, Assistant Director, (718) 636-3711
Mai McDonald, Assistant to VP, (718) 636-3673
Emma Legge, Director of Student Activities, (718) 636-3673	  

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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Rocking the Boat                                  	                  
60 E. 174th St.
Bronx, NY 10452
www.rockingtheboat.org
adam@rockingtheboat.org
Tel: (718) 466-5799
Fax: (718) 466-2892

Organization Type

Youth Development

Description

Rocking the Boat is a traditional wooden boatbuilding and environmental 
education program based in the Bronx.  Taking a hands-on and multi-
faceted approach to education and youth development, Rocking the Boat 
runs one of the most effective after-school and summer programs in New 
York City.  Activities are interconnected—boats are built from scratch and 
used to restore the Bronx and East Rivers. Students are eligible to receive a 
variety of academic credits at their high schools, including math, science, 
technology, physical education, and community service credit, with the 
successful completion of the program. The Student Advocate, an in-house 
social worker, offers monitoring, guidance, and counseling to all students.  
Custom daytime environmental programs for school groups allow more 
than 700 high school students to take part in Rocking the Boat’s dynamic 
experiential education.  Contact Adam Green for further information.

Publication

What’s Happening, quarterly newsletter

Contacts

Adam Green, Executive Director, (718) 466-5799

Sebago Canoe Club						    
1400 Paerdegat Ave. North 
Brooklyn, NY 11236
www.sebagocanoeclub.org
membership@sebagocanoeclub.org
Tel: (718) 241-3683

Organization Type

Recreation

Description

The Sebago Canoe Club is a volunteer-run membership organization in 
Brooklyn. It provides its members access to Jamaica Bay for kayakers, 
canoeists, sailors, and rowers. Volunteer opportunities are open to 
its members year-round. The club also emphasizes environmental 
education and local cultural education. Contact the club for membership 
information. 

Contacts

Tony Pignatello, Member Services, picksix929@aol.com

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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Sierra Club 
New York City Group				  

40 Exchange Place, Suite 2010
New York, NY 10005
www.nyc.sierraclub.org
Tel: (646) 405-9838, (606) 485-9043

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Recreation

Description

The New York City group of the Atlantic Chapter of the Sierra Club, repre-
senting the five boroughs of the ciy.

Publication

City Sierran

Contacts

Timothy J.W. Logan, (718) 208-8864, timothyjwlogan@yahoo.com

Solar One 	
CEC Stuyvesant Cove, Inc.						    
2420 FDR Drive 
Service Road East
New York City, NY 10010
www.solar1.org/about/index.html
chris@solar1.org
Tel: (212) 505-6050
Fax: (212) 253-2467

Organization Type

Energy Conservation/Education

Description

Solar One is the city’s first solar-powered “Green Energy, Arts, and 
Education Center,” where people can learn firsthand about energy 
conservation in their urban neighborhood. Get involved with Solar One 
by making a donation, volunteering to help with special events or park 
maintenance, or simply stopping by for an educational experience.

Publication

Sunpower Times

Contacts

Chris Collins, Executive Director, chris@solar1.org, (212) 505-6050
Chris Neidl, Outreach Coordinator, Neidl@solar1.org

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
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Surfrider Foundation 
New York City Chapter	  	

P.O. Box 257
New York, NY 10014
www.surfrider.org/nyc
surfridernyc@surfrider.org
Tel: (732) 988-4742

Organization Type

Education/Water Conservation/Volunteer

Description

The Surfrider Foundation is a national environmental group dedicated 
to the protection and enjoyment of the world’s oceans, beaches, and 
waterfront areas. It promotes activism, research, education, and 
conservation. Volunteer events include outreach and education. Meetings 
of the New York chapter are held each month at convenient locations 
around the city. Each spring, the Surfrider Foundation sponsors a beach 
cleanup for New York City beaches open to all its members and those who 
want to join. Check the Web site for times  
and dates.

Publication

State of the Beach, National Newsletter

Contacts

John Weber, East Coast Regional Manager, jweber@surfrider.org,  
(732) 488-4742

West Harlem Environmental Action	
271 West 125th St., Suite 308
New York, NY 10027
www.weact.org
peggy@weact.org
Tel: (212) 961-1000
Fax: (212) 961-1015

Organization Type

Environmental Justice

Description

West Harlem Environmental Action (WE ACT) is dedicated to 
building community power to fight environmental racism and improve 
environmental health, protection, and policy in communities of color.  WE 
ACT accomplishes its mission through community organizing, education, 
advocacy, research, and public policy development. Founded in March 
1988,WE ACT organizes communities into vocal, informed, and proactive 
forces capable of determining and implementing a vision of environmental 
quality. Support WE ACT by becoming a member or making a donation.

Publication

Harlem-on-the-River: Creating a True Community Vision

Contacts

Peggy Shepard, Executive Director, peggy@weact.org,  
(212) 961-1000, ext. 306

Cecil D. Corbin Mark, Director of Programs, (212) 961-1000, ext. 30
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Lower Hudson Region

Beczak Environmental  
Education Center	

35 Alexander St.
Yonkers, NY 10701
www.beczak.org
thehudson@beczak.org
Tel: (914) 377-1900
Fax: (914) 377-1173
Organization Type
Environmental Education

Description

Beczak’s mission is to educate people about the ecology, culture and history 
of the Hudson River. It provides interactive educational experiences that 
encourage people to become better stewards of the Hudson and better 
citizens of the community. Its Hudson River Interpretive Center features 
a wet lab, interactive exhibits, riverfront park, tidal marsh, and sandy 
beach. Beczak has numerous volunteer opportunities that provide the 
organization with much-needed assistance, as well as offering an array of 
options to suit almost any volunteer’s interests. The center and park are 
open to the public. Please check the Web site for hours. 

Contacts

Cythia Fowx, Director of Education, cynfowx@aol.com
Sarah MacDonald, Community Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator, 

smacd@beczak.org 
Kathleen Savolt, Executive Director, ksavolt@beczak.org

Cornell Cooperative Extension 	
Rockland County						    
10 Patriot Hills Drive
Stony Point, NY 10980
www.rocklandcce.org
Tel: (845) 429-7085, ext. 125
Fax: (845) 429-8667

Organization Type

Education

Description

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s educational system helps people to 
improve their lives and communities through partnerships that put 
experience and research knowledge to work. Its educational programs 
are designed to address current issues in the local environment and 
community as well as youth and family development. Volunteer 
opportunities are listed on the Web site.

Contacts

Paul Trader, Executive Director, pwt2@cornell.edu,  
(845) 429-7085, ext. 107

Jeff Geller, Environmental Educator, Jag237@cornell.edu,  
(845) 429-7085, ext. 125
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Croton Watershed  
Clean Water Coalition			 

9 Old Corner Road
Bedford, NY 10506
www.newyorkwater.org
fergdavwater@aol.com
Tel: (845) 687-0267
Fax: (914) 234-6139
Organization Type
Water Conservation

Description

The Croton Watershed Clean Water Coalition strives to protect and 
improve the waters of New York City’s Croton watershed. This is a critical 
component of the water supply for more than half of New York state.

Publication

Our Water, Our Future, bimonthly newsletter

Contacts

David Ferguson, Manhattan Director, fergdavwater@aol.com,  
(212) 989-0519

Ann Fanizzi, Putnam County Director, geesewatch@aol.com,  
(845) 228-4265

Fay Muir, Bronx Director, fumir@aol.com

Federated Conservationists  
of Westchester County	

78 North Broadway
White Plains, NY 10603
www.fcwc.org
fcwc@fcwc.org
Tel: (914) 422-4053
Fax: (914) 289-0539

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Coalition/Advocacy

Description

Federated Conservationists of Westchester County is a nonprofit coalition 
of organizations and individuals. Founded in 1965 to create a unified 
voice on environmental matters of regional concern, FCWC works to 
protect our natural resources through advocacy and education about 
environmental issues and how they relate to public health, quality of life, 
and the economy. FCWC offers local solutions to global issues through its 
newspaper, conferences, weekly email list serve, environmental directory, 
and a high school student environmental program called the Westchester 
Environmental Student Council. 

The organization acts as a liaison between citizens and various levels 
of government. Board members and staff testify frequently at hearings 
and serve on advisory committees. FCWC works to protect wetlands and 
wildlife habitat, safeguard and expand the county’s parks, ensure adherence 
to environmental regulations, and protect and enhance Westchester’s 
natural resources. 

Check its Web site for membership information.

Publication

Westchester Environment

Contact

Adiel Gavish, Program Director, fcwc@fcwc.org, (914) 422-4053
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Greenburgh Nature Center
99 Dromore Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org
Tel: (914) 723-3470
Fax: (914) 725-6599

Organization Type

Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

The grounds of this 33-acre preserve are open 365 days a year, from dawn 
to dusk. Its Manor House Museum contains live animals, natural history 
exhibits, a greenhouse with botanical exhibits, classrooms, and a gift shop.

Volunteer activities include caring for animals, helping with the Center’s 
exhibits, classes and special events and acting as a docent: greeting visitors, 
presenting information, and leading tours.

The Greenburgh Nature Center is supported by membership dues, 
grants and corporate contributions. Check the Web site for membership 
information and museum hours. 

Publication

Quarterly calendar of events and membership bulletin, and natural 
history booklets on topics of special emphasis to Westchester County.  

Contacts

William Lawyer, Executive Director, gncdirectr@aol.com,  
(914) 813-1837

Sara Cashen, Assistant Managing Director, gncscashen@aol.com,  
(914) 813-1831

Penny Berman, Managing Director

Keep Rockland Beautiful
10 Maple Ave.
New City, NY 10956
www.keeprocklandbeautiful.org/
Krbexdir@aol.com
Tel: (845) 708-9159
Fax: (845) 708-9165

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation

Description

Keep Rockland Beautiful, a nonprofit organization located in New 
City, NY, supports community improvement and beautification efforts 
in Rockland County through four program areas. These include 
volunteer cleanup campaigns and education on the ecological and 
community impacts of litter, illegal dumping, and other forms of visual 
blight. Keep Rockland Beautiful also supports improved property 
maintenance, enforcement of health and appearance codes, and public art 
projects. Through its popular trash-can painting project it has beautified 
more than 200 bus shelters. Keep Rockland Beautiful welcomes volunteers 
in all projects.

Publication

Talkin’ Trash, KRB’s quarterly newsletter, mailed to several hundred 
subscribers and distributed to most public buildings in the county

Contacts

Dr. Andy Stewart, Executive Director, krbexdir@aol.com,  
(845) 708-9159

Sonia Cairo, Project Coordinator, krbpc@aol.com, (845) 708-9159
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Riverkeeper
828 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
www.riverkeeper.org
info@riverkeeper.org 
Tel: (800) 21 RIVER, (914) 478-4501

Organization Type

Legal Action /Water Conservation and Land Conservation

Description

Riverkeeper’s mission is to safeguard the ecological integrity of the Hudson 
River, its tributaries, and the watershed of New York City (protecting the 
city’s drinking water supply) by tracking down and stopping polluters. 
Since 1983, Riverkeeper has investigated and brought to justice more than 
300 environmental lawbreakers.

Riverkeeper believes in the rights of every citizen to enjoy and defend 
our nation’s water resources. Its members are businesspeople, lawyers, 
teachers, contractors, doctors, firefighters, police officers, moms and dads. 
In other words—you! Whether you live directly on the Hudson, or simply 
believe in our right to clean water and healthy communities, it needs you to 
join in its mission. Support Riverkeeper by attending a Riverkeeper event, 
becoming a member, making a donation, or volunteering. Details on how 
you can get involved are on its Web site. 

Publication

Riverkeeper Newsletter, biannual publication

Contacts

Alex Matthiessen, Hudson Riverkeeper and President
Gwendolyn Chambers, Membership Communications Officer
Sabrina Wells, Watchdog Program Coordinator

Rockland County Environmental  
Management Council

50 Sanatorium Road, Building P
Pomona, NY 10970
www.co.rockland.ny.us/environ/default.htm
hegartym@co.rockland.ny.us
Tel: (845) 364-2669
Fax: (845) 638-5090

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

The Rockland County Environmental Management Council (EMC) was 
established by the Rockland County Legislature in 1973. (It is one of 28 
county EMCs in New York State.) Members are volunteers representing 
Rockland County’s five towns. They are appointed by the County Executive 
and confirmed by the Legislature. The council works in a nonpartisan, 
non-adversarial manner to effect environmental improvement within the 
system. Its mission is to: 1. work within the Division of Environmental 
Resources to strengthen the county’s environmental initiatives; 2. Advise 
county government on environmental matters; 3. Provide a liaison between 
citizens and county government on issues regarding the environment;  
4. Work proactively to preserve fast-diminishing green space; 5. Work with 
the community and other county departments on environmental projects 
and issues; 6. Promote environmental education; 7. Work proactively to 
preserve and improve water resources.

Monthly meetings are open to the public. Check the Web site for 
schedule information. 

Contacts

Mary Hegarty, Environmental Management Asst,  
hegartym@co.rockland.ny.us, (845) 364-2669

R. Allan Beers, Coordinator, ENV@co.rockland.ny.us, (845) 364-2670
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Rockland County  
Conservation Association

P.O. Box 213
Pomona, NY 10970
www.rccainfo.org
info@rccainfo.org
Tel:  (845) 504-0034

Organization Type

Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

Started in 1930, the RCCA is dedicated to the conservation of natural 
resources and the promotion of sound land use. It advocates for clean 
air and water quality, development of proper drainage, and energy 
conservation. The association promotes the cleanup of toxic sites, reycling, 
preservation of open space, and sustainable land use. Quarterly meetings 
are open to the public.

Publication

RCCA Newsletter

Contacts

Dorice Madronero, President/Volunteer Coordinator, k5487@aol.com, 
(845) 504-0034. 

Rye Nature Center
873 Boston Post Road
Rye, NY 10580
www.ryenaturecenter.org
info@ryenaturecenter.org
Tel: (914) 967-5150
Fax: (914 ) 921-5698

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation

Description

The Rye Nature Center is a 47-acre, city-owned wildlife preserve with 
ponds, streams, and hiking trails. It offers a full range of environmental ed-
ucation programs, including workshops, classes, and a seven-week summer 
camp for 3½- to 13-year-olds. Volunteers are accepted based on expertise and 
the needs of the center. Contact the center for current opportunities. 

Contacts

Russ Johnson, Executive Director, russjohnson@ryenaturecenter.org, 
(914) 967-5150 

Rhona Woodthorpe, Office Manager, rhona@ryenaturecenter.org,  
(914) 967-5150 
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Sierra Club 
Lower Hudson Group

5 Algonquin Drive
Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.newyork.sierraclub.org/LHG
georgeklein@optonline.net
Tel: (914) 238-8846
Fax: (914) 238-7578 

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Recreation

Description

The Lower Hudson Group of the Sierra Club is affiliated with the 
national Sierra Club. It includes more than 5,000 Sierra Club members 
in Westchester, Putnam, and Rockland counties. There are many club 
functions throughout the year, including group hikes, trash cleanup days, 
and other family-oriented events. Volunteers are welcome to help run these 
events and are welcome to join club functions. Check the Web site for 
upcoming events and meetings.

Publication

Terra Firma

Contacts

George Klein, Chair, Lower Hudson Group, georgeklein@optonline.net, 
(914) 238-8846

Rockland County: Jill Hamell, Member Services, jhamell@pobox.com, 
(973) 463-1881

Stephen Safran, Member Services, safran41@gmail.com, (845) 353-0884

Westchester County  
Department of Planning 

148 Martine Ave., Room 432
White Plains, NY 10601
Tel: (914) 995-2089
Fax: (914) 995-3780
www.westchestergov.com/planning/environmental 

Organization Type

Government/Land Conservation/ Water Conservation

Description

Westchester County Department of Planning oversees environmental 
programs and initiatives, including open-space protection, walkable 
communities, low-impact development, storm-water management, 
aquatic habitat restoration, citizens volunteer monitoring program, and 
agricultural protection. It provides staff support to the County Planning 
Board, Soil and Water Conservation District, Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Board, and Environmental Management Council. The 
Department of Planning also prepares reports, guidance documents, and 
general information on environmental issues. It conducts environmental 
reviews, assists in the development of environmental policy, and works 
with local communities to prepare watershed-based plans and studies.

Contacts

David S. Kvinge, Director of Environmental Planning,  
dsk2@westchestergov.com, (914) 995-2089

Gerald E. Mulligan, Committee Chairman, jem1@westchestergov.com, 
(914) 995-4402

Frances S. McLaughlin, Director of Administration, (914) 995-4408 
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Westchester Land Trust						   
11 Babbitt Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507
www.westchesterlandtrust.org
Tom@westchesterlandtrust.org
Tel: (914) 241-6346
Fax: (914) 241-4508

Organization Type

Land Conservation

Description

Westchester Land Trust protects land in partnership with private 
property owners, helps communities create new parks and preserves, 
and fosters sound land-use planning. The trust has protected 4,500 acres 
in 24 communities. It was founded in 1988. Support the trust by giving 
a donation or volunteering to do important research, planning, and 
field work. Other ways of contributing are to support local open space 
acquisition and protection or join the email list serve located on the Web 
site.

Publication

WLT Newsletter

Contacts

Paul Gallay, Executive Director, Paul@westchesterlandtrust.org,  
(914) 241-6346

Tom Andersen, Projects Director, Tom@westchesterlandtrust.org,  
(914) 241-6346

Mid-Hudson Region

Beacon Institute  
for Rivers and Estuaries 	

199 Main St.
Beacon, NY 12508
www.thebeaconinstitute.org
info@thebeaconinstitute.org
Tel: (845) 838-1600
Fax: (845) 838-6613

Organization Type

Science, Education, Research and Policy

Description

The Beacon Institute’s mission is to create a world center for the study 
and understanding of rivers and estuaries. The institute enlists experts 
from around the world in an integrated program that focuses on research, 
education, and policy development. The Beacon Institute welcomes 
volunteers in its offices and docents for the institute. Please contact it for a 
list of specific opportunities.

Publication

Watermark

Contacts

John Cronin, Executive Director, jcronin@thebeaconinstitute.org,  
(845) 838-1600

Amanda Swan, Volunteer Coordinator, aswan@thebeaconinstitute.org, 
(845) 838-6613
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Constitution Marsh  
Audubon Center and Sanctuary 

P.O. Box 174
Cold Spring, NY 10516
ny.audubon.org/cmac.htm
Tel: (845) 265-2601
Fax: (845) 265-1064

Organization Type

Education/Land and Wildlife Conservation/Recreation

Description

The Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and Sanctuary is a 270-acre 
tidal marsh managed by the Audubon Society since 1970. It offers school 
programs that allow students to engage in scientific research and an 
outreach program that sends center staff to schools. The center also offers 
seasonal and tidally-dependent canoe trips through the marsh habitat as 
well as a boardwalk (always open) for birdwatchers and others to enjoy the 
sanctuary. The nature center’s 500-gallon aquarium allows closeup views of 
fish, crabs, and other wildlife. 

Contacts

Eric Lind, Director, elind@audubon.org, (845) 265-2601

Institute of Ecosystem Studies		
P.O. Box AB
65 Sharon Turnpike
Millbrook, NY 12545
www.ecostudies.org
doylev@ecostudies.org
Tel: (845) 677-5343
Fax: (845) 677-5976

Organization Type

Research and Education

Description

The Institute of Ecosystem Studies was founded in 1983 by Dr. Gene 
E. Likens. Its goal is to combine research and education to disseminate 
information and apply that knowledge to ecological systems. Volunteer 
opportunities include working in the institute’s garden and arboretum. 
Volunteers with experience in environmental science participate in 
research. Specific opportunities can be found by contacting the institute 
directly or filling out its online application. 

Publication

IES Newsletter, Biennial Report

Contacts

Diana Salsberg, Development Officer, salsberg@ecostudies.org,  
(845) 677 5343, ext. 120

Vicki Doyle, Development Associate, doylev@ecostudies.org,  
(845) 677 5343, ext. 203

Susan Eberth, Volunteer Coordinator, eberths@ecostudies.org,  
(845) 677 7600, ext. 316
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Hudsonia
P.O. Box 5000
Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 12504
www.hudsonia.org
Tel: (845) 758-7053
Fax: (845) 758-7033

Organization Type

Nonprofit/Scientific Research/Education

Description

Since 1981, Hudsonia has conducted environmental research, education, 
training and technical assistance to protect the Hudson River Valley’s 
natural heritage. Hudsonia serves as a neutral voice in the challenging 
process of land-use decision-making. Their work includes education, basic 
and applied research on Hudson River wetlands, habitat and rare species 
ecology, and the study of nonnative plants and other threats to biodiversity. 
Hudsonia welcomes volunteers who wish to help with office, laboratory or 
field work. For more information please visit the Hudsonia Web site.

Publication

News from Hudsonia

Contacts

Erik Kiviat, Executive Director, kiviat@bard.edu, (845) 758-7273 
Gretchen Stevens, Director of Biodiversity Resources Center,  

stevens@bard.edu (845) 758-7024

Hudson River Heritage 			
P.O. Box 287
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
www.hudsonriverheritage.org
office@hudsonriverheritage.org
Tel: (845) 876-2474
Fax: (845) 876-2455

Organization Type

Historical Preservation/Advocacy

Description

Hudson River Heritage is a nonprofit membership organization committed 
to preserving the unique character of the Mid-Hudson Valley’s historic 
architecture and scenic landscapes through advocacy and education. It is a 
steward for the Hudson River National Historic Landmark District. HRH 
has a “Country Seats Tour” through historic areas and a variety of other 
events.

Contacts

Chris Lindner, President, lindner@bard.edu
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Hudson River Maritime Museum
50 Rondout Landing
Kingston, NY 12401
www.hrmm.org
hrmm@hvc.rr.com
Tel: (845) 338-0071
Fax: (845) 338-0583

Organization Type

Educational/History Museum

Description

The museum was founded in 1980 to preserve the maritime and industrial 
history of the Hudson River. Education is a main focus of the museum. It 
possesses a large collection of material related to Hudson River lighthouses, 
steamboats, tugboats, sailing ships, and industries including brick-making, 
bluestone quarrying, cement production, boat building, ice boating and 
ice harvesting. Volunteers help put events together, serve as tour guides, 
staff the museum store, and assist with maintenance and gardening, among 
other things. Contact the museum for current opportunities.

Publication

Foc’sle Days, museum newsletter; Pilot Log, journal

Contacts

Russell Lange, Interim Director, (845) 338-0071, ext. 13
Betty Osterhoudt, Volunteer Coordinator, (845) 338-0071, ext. 16 
Allynne Lange, Curator, (845) 338-0071, ext. 14
Colette Lemmon, Educator, (845) 338-0071, ext. 15

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater
112 Little Market St.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
www.clearwater.org
office@clearwater.org
Tel: (845) 454-7673
Fax: (845) 454-7953

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Historical

Description

The Hudson River Sloop Clearwater is an internationally renowned flagship 
of the environmental movement and social action. Launched in 1969, the 
sloop is a replica of nineteenth century cargo sloops designed for the unique 
wind and water conditions of the Hudson River. It is the centerpiece of 
Clearwater’s public education programs, serving as a floating classroom, 
laboratory, stage, and forum. Clearwater was created to defend, protect 
and restore the Hudson River. It conducts research concerning the natural 
integrity of the river, educates people about the importance of preserving 
the river, and fosters the historic and cultural heritage of the Hudson River 
Valley. Seasonal harvest and river festivals provide enjoyment for local 
residents, opportunity for artists to perform, and the chance for Clearwater 
to spread its message to audiences that might not otherwise attend a slide-
show, fieldtrip, or lecture.

Publication

The Navigator, bimonthly newsletter

Contacts

Gregg Swanzey, Executive Director, gswanzey@clearwater.org,  
(845) 454-7673

Linda Richards, Education Director 
Manajo Green, Environmental Action Director
Ron Aja, Outreach Events Director
Jen Rubbo, Volunteer Coordinator
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Scenic Hudson
One Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
www.scenichudson.org
info@scenichudson.org
Tel: (845) 473-4440
Fax: (845) 473-2648

Organization Type

Air, Water and Land Conservation, Smart-Growth Planning

Description

Scenic Hudson works to protect and restore the Hudson River and its 
majestic landscape as an irreplaceable national treasure and a vital resource 
for residents and visitors. A crusader for the valley since 1963, it is credited 
with saving Storm King Mountain from a destructive industrial project and 
launching the modern grass-roots environmental movement. Today, with 
more than 10,000 supporters, it is one of the largest environmental groups 
in the Hudson River Valley. Its team of experts combines land acquisition, 
support for agriculture, citizen-based advocacy and sophisticated planning 
tools to create environmentally healthy communities, champion smart 
economic growth, open up riverfronts to the public and preserve the 
valley’s inspiring beauty and natural resources. Volunteers can help with an 
annual river cleanup that removes 100 tons of trash from along the Hudson 
and with maintenance at 28 public parks up and down the river. Free 
membership with Scenic Hudson is a great way to receive “you-heard-it-
first” updates and take action on hot-button valley issues.

Publication

Your Valley Newsletter

Contacts

Andy Bicking, Director of Education and Volunteers,  
abicking@scenichudson.org

Susan Hereth, Community Education Coordinator,  
shereth@scenichudson.org

Joe Kiernan, Volunteer Manager, jkiernan@scenichudson.org

Sierra Club 
Mid-Hudson Group

P.O. Box 1012
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602
newyork.sierraclub.org/midhudson
bibis@juno.com
Tel: (845) 255-5528

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation/Recreation

Description

The Mid-Hudson Sierra Club is affiliated with the national Sierra Club. 
Functions include group hikes and fund-raisers. Events with public 
speakers are scheduled on the third Wednesday of spring and fall months. 
There are also group activities to clean up the local environment. 

Publication

Fresh Air

Contacts

Bibi Sandstrom, Member Services, bibis@juno.com
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Ulster County Environmental  
Management Council 	

P.O. Box 557
Stone Ridge, NY 12484
www.co.ulster.ny.us/resources/enviromgmt.html
Tel: (845) 687-0267
Fax: (845) 687-0520

Organization Type

Government/Water Conservation

Description

The Ulster County Environmental Management Council is responsible 
for coordinating the environmental programs of all agencies of the 
county. Additionally, it advises all levels of government on matters of the 
environment. It has a GIS lab and designs education programs for all 
grade levels. Volunteer opportunities arise as needed by the council. Please 
contact them for current opportunities.

Publication

Green Heron, quarterly newsletter

Contacts

Rick Fritschler, Chairman/Director, rfrits@aol.com

Capital Region

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
119 Washington Ave., Third Floor
Albany, NY 12210
www.cectoxic.org
cectoxic@igc.apc.org
Tel: (518) 462-5527
Fax: (518) 465-8349

Organization Type

Environmental Education/Lobbying

Description

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is an information clearinghouse and 
communications network for environmental issues. It serves the public 
by bringing diverse groups together to build awareness and stimulate 
discussion about regional environmental issues. Its programs include 
forums that give information and a balanced perspective on environmental 
issues.

Publication

Building Green Without Going Into the Red: A household guide to healthy, 
affordable building materials 

Contacts

Matt Yaeger, cectoxic@igc.apc.org
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Community Advisory Group	
Hudson River PCBs Superfund Site
12 Old Fort St.
Fort Edward, NY 12828
www.hudsoncag.ene.com
hrfo@capital.net
Tel: (866) 615-6490

Organization Type

Citizen/Government Coalition

Description

The Community Advisory Group (CAG) is a coalition of organizations, 
towns, and people that represent a wide range of opinons, interests, 
and needs with the common goal of cleaning PCBs out of the Hudson 
River. The group is a forum for these parties to voice their concerns and 
communicate with the Environmental Protection Agency. All are welcome 
to join this community forum. Meeting times and places are listed on the 
Web site.

Publication

Meeting Minutes

Contacts

Patrick Field, Community Facilitator, pfield@cbuilding.org,  
(617) 492-1414

David King, Director EPA Fort Edward Field Office,  
king.david@epa.gov

Hudson River  
Environmental Society			 

6626 Stitt Road
Altamont, NY 12009
www.hres.org
HRES@nycap.rr.com
Tel: (518) 861-8020
Fax: (518) 861-8020

Organization Type

Environmental Science/Land Conservation/Water Quality & 
Conservation

Description

Hudson River Environmental Society works to facilitate and coordinate 
research in the physical, biological and social sciences. This includes 
environmental engineering, resource management, urban and regional 
planning, and other disciplines in the Hudson River region. The society  
is a channel for communication between the research researchers in 
different but related disciplines.

Publication

Currents

Contacts

Stephen O. Wilson, Executive Director, hres@nycap.rr.com,  
(518) 861-8020
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W. Haywood Burns  
Environmental Education Center

596 Manning Blvd.
Albany, NY 12210
www.w-haywoodburns.org
staff@w-haywoodburns.org
Tel: (518) 426-2924
Fax: (518) 463-0544

Organization Type

Education/Land Conservation/Water Conservation

Description

The W. Haywood Burns Environmental Education Center was founded  
in 1998. Together with the Arbor Hill Environmental Justice Corporation, 
the organization works to prosecute polluters in the capital region of New 
York. Ongoing projects include efforts to clean up national Superfund 
sites in the Albany area. Two main projects are cleaning up Patroon Creek 
and Tivoli Preserve. The the center accepts volunteers year-round to help 
conduct outreach and work on these and other important projects.

Contacts

Nate Davis, Executive Director, ndavis@w-haywoodburns.org,  
(518) 426-2924

Tremenia Oliver, Administrative Assistant,  
toliver@w-haywoodburns.org

 http://www.swimfortheriver.com/pdf/
http://www.w-haywoodburns.org
mailto:staff@w-haywoodburns.org
mailto:ndavis@w-haywoodburns.org
mailto:toliver@w-haywoodburns.org

